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January Agenda
Title                                     Start  Duration 

Call to Order 
• Roll Call and Introductions 
• Approval of Meeting Minutes 
• January Agenda and Objectives 
Kaakpema “KP” Yelpaala, Chair

12:00  5 mins 

Announcements 
● Welcoming Remarks
● OeHI Updates-eHealth Commission Updates
● Decision Items & Action Items

Dianne Primavera, Lt. Governor and Director of the Office of Saving People Money on Health Care
Stephanie Pugliese, Director, Office of eHealth Innovation (OeHI) 
eHealth Commission Members 

12:05  5 mins 

Bridging the Digital Divide in Colorado

Brandy Reitter, Executive Director, Colorado Broadband Office

12:10 30 mins

Public Comment Period 12:40 5 mins

Closing Items
• Closing Remarks
• Open Discussion 
• Recap Action Items 
• Adjourn Public Meeting 
Kaakpema “KP” Yelpaala, Chair

12:45 5 mins 
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Thank you, Rachel and Michael!

Rachel and Michael have both 
served as commissioners since 

December of 2021. We are grateful 
for the collaboration and support 
they have provided to OeHI during 
their tenure as commissioners and 

wish them the best as they 
continue their journeys.

Thank you and well done!

- Team OeHI
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Data Governance Workgroup

▪ Data Governance workgroups will be held monthly beginning 

January 23rd.

▪ If you are interested in joining, please contact Kim Taylor at 

kimberly.taylor@state.co.us

4

OeHI Announcements
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OeHI Announcements
Roadmap Updates

● Applications for healthcare organizations are now closed. 

Awardees will be notified by January 10th.

● Listening sessions will be held January 20th- February 10th

● The Draft 2025 Health IT Roadmap will be available for 

public comment soon.
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Bridging the Digital Divide in Colorado
 
Brandy Reitter, Executive Director Colorado Broadband Office

January 2024
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On the road to 99%

Goal: Households 
Connected

94.8%

Current Status:

95.4%

Goal: Rural 
Households Connected 

70%

Current Status:

75.2%

131,000 Colorado 

households lack access to 

quality high-speed internet 
(previously reported 160,000 households)

On the road to 99%: Broadband coverage as of Nov. 2024*



SLIDE TITLE
Funding Sources:

▪ State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds - HB21-1289
▪ Allocated $75M for digital inclusion, deployment and middle mile projects

▪ Connected 12,529 locations 

▪ Capital Projects Fund
▪ Allocated $113.5M for last mile fiber to the home in rural Colorado

▪ Connected 18,000 locations

▪  Broadband, Equity, Access and Deployment
▪ Allocated $826.5M for last mile fiber and alternative technologies

▪ Gap is 131,000 locations

▪ Digital Equity Act Capacity Grant
▪ Allocated $12M - Coming in 2025

How are we Getting there
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Capital Projects Fund (CPF) Updates

● Earlier this year, we awarded $113,500,000 

● Additional funding awarded to the Southern Colorado Economic 

Development District in Crowley County to connect 1,753 homes and 

businesses in some of the most rural and underserved communities in 

Colorado

● Award details are on the Advance-CPF website

● First Coloradans connected to high-speed internet in Kiowa and Elizabeth

https://broadband.colorado.gov/funding/advance-cpf
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BEAD Program Next Steps

1

2

3

4

5

BEAD Program Activities

● Reach out to ISPs adjacent to Project Areas with no-bids and request that 
they serve those remaining areas

● Remediate high cost areas from current applications based on EHCPLT

● Create a new Project Area Map that includes remaining Project Areas and 
EHCPLT locations

● Map will be available for ISPs to bid on

● Open second grant round with Project Area Map for 30 days

● Open to all applicants using the same scoring criteria
● Expecting to cover the remaining Project Areas

● Select and make preliminary awards for inclusion in the Final Proposal to 
the NTIA

● Initiate public comment process

Next Steps

Update Project Area Maps 

Second Grant Round: 
Alternative Technology 

Second Grant Evaluation

Develop and Submit Final 
Proposal to NTIA

Review Round 1 Applications
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HB24-1336 was enacted on May 22, 2024

● Repeals the Broadband Deployment Board

● Requires the CBO to establish a grant program criteria and guidelines for awarding HCSM 
funding:

○ A two tier grantmaking structure:

■ Tier One - 60 percent of funding

● Broadband Middle Mile Projects

■ Tier Two - 40 percent of funding

● Other unfunded broadband and telecommunication needs

○ Solicit input from the general public and various stakeholders

○ Create a work group 

○ Establish a formal appeals process

Advance State & Local Dollars Grant Program

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb24-1336
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Advance State & Local Dollars Grant Program

● NEW grant program under the Advance Colorado Broadband Grant Program, 
called State & Local Dollars, or Advance-Local for short 

● Award money from a state-funding program called the High-Cost Support 
Mechanism (HCSM) Fund to middle mile, last mile, short-term construction, 
and non-deployment projects

● Fill the gaps left by federal funding

● CBO published the Program Guidelines and Appeal Policy with a 30 day 
public comment period closed on Dec. 6

https://broadband.colorado.gov/local
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jR2rA6xixzyHSPVwccRrFS7fnPCZMTkHnnCgfjZ8dsw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sf-_bBewBZ6hJruBIPD_qnpG8UUOjoqT1b-SezsNtj0/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.prslmhbjw72s
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Draft Guidelines 
to be completed

 Oct. 1, 2024

Publish Grant 
Guidelines 

 Dec. 20, 2024

Open for Public 
Comment 

Nov. 5-Dec. 6, 
2024

Stakeholder 
Work Group 

Launches

 Fall 2025

Implementation 
Begins 

Jan. 1, 2025

Advance Colorado Broadband 
State & Local Dollars Timeline

17

⇨ ⇨ ⇨ ⇨⇨
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Colorado’s 
Digital Access 
Plan approved 

by NTIA in April 
2024

Colorado 
receives $12 

million in 
funding in by 
end of 2024

Application for 
Digital Equity 
Act Capacity 

funds submitted 
May 28

Additional 
funding 

opportunities 
expected in 

2025 & 2026

Implementation 
begins early 

2025

Digital Equity Program Timeline
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Other Initiatives
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Workforce Development



GOAL

Workforce Milestones

START

Build: Plan
● Develop & publish plan
● Establish Core Working Group
● Weekly meetings

Awareness: Reach 
10K Coloradans
● Fact sheets and one-pagers 

connected to broadband
● Develop work-based 

learning  for  jobs
2024

Employment: 1,500 new 
Coloradans employed
● Telecom and 

Construction fields
● Rural areas
● Minority groups2026

Training: 3K 
Coloradans in 
Training
● Applied for grants
● Pilot & scale workforce 

programs

2025

Transition: Sustainability 
● Transition to State 

Pathways
● Evaluation of funded 

programs/workforce 
needs.

2027



Legislation in 2025

The Cell Phone Interim Study Committee

Implemented by HB24-1265

● Bill 1: Single Point of Contact 
Wireless Services

● Bill 2: Wireless Telephone 
Infrastructure Deployment 
Incentives

● Bill 3: Local Government Permitting 
Wireless Telecom Facilities
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Stakeholder Outreach

● Community & Industry Leaders Roundtable Calls

● Weekly Broadband Legislative Stakeholder Calls

● Advance Consult Group

● CBO Advance-Local Program Webinar

● BEAD Weekly Office Hours



Thank you
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Public Comment Period



Closing Remarks


